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Applicant submitted a marked up copy of the changes in the claim set. 

As the total number of claims remains the same, applicant believes that no fees are due 
as a result of this amendment. If however the office determines that such fees are due, now or at 
any time during the pendency of the application, the commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge any additional fees required to keep this application pending in the patent and trademark 
office, to my deposit account no. 501392. 

If the Examiner believes at any time, that the prosecution of this application may be 
furthered through a personal or a telephone interview, the Examiner is kindly requested to 
contact the undersigned agent at (207) 799-9733. 

Respectfully submitted 



Shalom Wertsberger 
Reg. Num 43,359 
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South Portland, ME 04106 
Phone: (207) 799-9733 
Fax: (207) 228-3694 
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A television messaging gateway tor handling messages, said gateway 
being adapted to operate in conjunction with a television distribution system 
having a central location connected to a video downstream network 
constructed to carry video signals and distribute/said signals to a plurality of 
terminals connected thereto, wherein at least erne of said terminals is 
constructed to selectively display said video ^ignal on a television screen, and 
an upstream network capable of delivering Xiser input signals from a remote 
location to said central location, said teleylsion messaging gateway adapted 
for operating in conjunction with a messaging server constructed to store and 
forward messages, said television messaging gateway comprising: 

a message control interface adapted to couple to said messaging server 
for controlling at least one message therein, said message having 
address information associated therewith, to associate said message 
with at least one user; 

a video output module foi/generating video signals corresponding to 
said message, said module is being adapted to couple to the 
downstream network fqr distributing said video signals to a plurality of 
addressable terminals^ 

an input device interface adapted to connect to said upstream network 
for receiving user input signals; 

means for directing said message between said message control 
interface and said /ideo output module. 



Received from < 2072283694 > at 5/18/02 5:41:02 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



05A16/02 THU 17:49 FAX 20722WB94 



^^9 



Saltamar Innovations 



Officii 




£)008 



74 . The television messaging gateway as claim 73 wherein said television 
messaging gateway further comprises storage means to store a plurality of 
messages and the addressing information associated therewith. 

75. The television messaging gateway of claim 73f wherein said input device 
interface is further constructed to receive user input signals which are 
inputted using a telephone keypad, a user \/oice, or a combination thereof. 

76. The television-messaging gateway of cl^im 73 wherein said messaging 
server is a unified messaging server. 

77. The television messaging gateway of claim 73 further comprising receiver 
means to receive user generated messages. 

78. The television messaging gateway of claim 73, wherein said upstream 
network is selected from a group/comprising a telephony network, a bi- 
directional television distributionynetwork, a wireless network, a dedicated 
wire network or a combination thereof. 

79. The television messaging gateway of claim 73 wherein said user input 
signals are selected from a group consisting of telephony input, touch tone 
signals input, voice input, remote control device input, or a combination 
thereof. 

80. The television messaging gateway of claim 73 wherein said upstream 
network is a bi-directional television distribution network and wherein said 
^rminal is adapted toAend user input signals to said television messaging 
gateway via said upstream network. 

81 . The television messaging gateway of claim 73 wherein said input device 
interface further comprises a speech recognition capability and wherein said 
user input signals comprise voice signals. 

82. The television Messaging gateway of claim 73, wherein said terminal is 
adapted to receive user voice input, and transmit said voice input to said input 
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83. The television messaging gateway of claim 73, further adapted to be coupled 
to an IP based network for receiving messages and user input therethrough. 

84. The television messaging gateway of claim 73, wherein said user input is 
inputted via a remote control unit having a microphone coupled thereto, 
wherein said microphone is constructed to receive sound energy and 
transform it to an audio signal; and 

wherein said remote control unit is constructed to communicate a signal 
corresponding to said audio signal to said terminal. 

85. The television messaging gateway of claim 73, wherein said television 
messaging gateway further composes a local module and a centralized 
module, and wherein said local n/odule or a portion thereof is located at the 
user premises. 

86. The television messaging gatfeway as in claim 73 further constructed to 
receive user input signals, anp to use said signals to identify and select a 
terminal to direct messages Xj 

87. The television messaging gateway as in claim 73 further comprising 
means for notification of receipt of a message. 

88. The television messaging/gateway of claim 73 wherein said messages are of 
a type selected from audio messages, video messages, fax massages, text 
messages, and multi-media messages. 

89. The television messaging gateway of claim 73 wherein said downstream 
network is a cable television network, a satellite television network, a 
terrestrial video distribution network, a radio frequency video distribution 
network, a DSL network, a cellular network, a hybrid network, direct cable 
connection , or a combination thereof. 

90. The television messaging gateway of claim 73 wherein said video signals 
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comprise digital video signals and wherein said downstream network is 
constructed to transmit digital video signals and Addressing information to 
address selected signals to a selected terminal/ 

91. The television messaging gateway of claim p, further comprising a voice 
recorder to record user voice, and further constructed to embed at least a 
portion of said recorded voice within an oiAgoing message. 

92. The television messaging gateway of claim 73 further adapted to generate 
signals that will cause a progress bar to display on said television screen a 
progress bar indicating relative progyfess of an audio or video message being 
delivered to said terminal. 

93. A television messaging gateway f6r handling messages, said gateway being 
adapted to operate in conjunction with a television distribution system having 
a downstream network constructed to carry signals and distribute said signals 
to a plurality of terminals connected thereto, wherein at least one of said 
terminals is constructed to selectively display an image corresponding to said 
signal on a television screen, operating in conjunction with an upstream 
network constructed to deliver user input signals, and further operating in 
conjunction with a messaging server, said television messaging gateway 
comprising: 

an input device interface being adapted to couple to said upstream 
network for receiving input signals; 

a message control interface responsive to said input signals, for 
controlling at least one message having address information associated 
therewith, to associate said message with at least one user; 
an output module, adapted to generating signals corresponding to said 
message, thie module further being adapted to couple to said 
downstream network, and constructed to deliver said signal to a terminal 
corresponding to said address information, for display on a television set 
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wherein said message control interfaofe is constructed to control said 
message responsive to user input signals entered via a telephone 
keypad, a user voice, or a combination thereof. 
94. The television-messaging gateway of/claim 93 wherein said messaging 
server is a unified messaging server. 

95 . The television messaging gateway 6f claim 94, wherein said upstream 
network is selected from a group comprising a telephony network, a bi- 
directional television distribution network, a wireless network, a dedicated 
wire network or a combination thereof. 

96. The television messaging gateway of claim 94, wherein said television 
messaging gateway further comprises a local module and a centralized 
module, and wherein said local i/iodule or a portion thereof is located at the 
user premises. 

Q\ The television messaging gateway of claim 94 wherein said upstream 

^etwork comprises a bi-directional television distribution network and wherein 
said terminal is adapted to send user input signals to said television 
messaging gateway via said lupstream network. 

98. The television messaging gateway of claim 94, further adapted to be 
coupled to an IP based network for receiving messages and user input 
therethrough. 

99. The television messaging /gateway of claim 93 wherein said input device 
interface further comprises a speech recognition capability and wherein said 
user input signals comprise voice signals. 

100. The television messaging gateway of claim 93, further comprising a voice 
recorder module to recora user voice, and further constructed to embed at 
least a portion of said recorded voice within an outgoing message. 
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101. A method for handling messages, adapted for operating in a television 
distribution system having a television messaging gateway in a central 
location having at least one video source connected/to a downstream network 
constructed to carry at least video signals and distnbute said video signals to 
a plurality of terminals connected thereto, wherein said at least one of said 
terminals is constructed to selectively receive arnd display said video signal 
through a television coupled thereto, a messaging server constructed to 
forward messages, and an upstream network capable of delivering user input 
signals from a remote location to said central location, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a plurality of messages greeted to a user, in a television 
messaging gateway; 

converting said messages to corresponding video signals; and, 
transmitting said signals to a particular terminal associated with said 
user for outputting said message on a television set coupled thereto. 

1 02. The method of claim 1 01 , furthfer comprising the step of entering user 
outgoing messages via said upstream network. 

103. The method according to claims 101, further comprising the steps of 
recording a user's voice anp embedding said recording within an outgoing 
message. 

104. The method of claim 1/)3, wherein said step of embedding is carried out 
automatically. 



105. The method of claim 101, wherein said television messaging gateway is 
responsive to user input entered via telephone. 
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106. The method of claim 101, whereip^aid television messaging gateway is 
implemented in part at a centj^rtfocation and in part in the user premises. 

^. A method for handling messages comprising the steps of: 

using a telephone, inputting commands to a television messaging 
iteway; 

cau&ng said television messaging gateway to output messages in 
response to said commands, said messages are outputted on a 
televisiorvset, coupled directly or indirectlvjo said messaging gateway. 
108. The method of claim 107 further comprisinjg4he steps of: 

Recording a voice message; 

Automatically packing said voiqj/message into an e-mail message; and, 
Sending said e-mail message 
109 The method of claim 1 08 further comprising the step of inputting said voice 
message via said telephony 

110. The method according \d claim 107, wherein said messaging server is a 

unified messaging server. 

/ / 

1 1 1 . A computer readable media containing software that when executed by a 
computer will cau^e said computer to substantially perform as the television 
messaging gateway of claim 73. 

1 12. A computer readable media containing software that when executed by a 
computer/wiil cause said computer to substantially perform the method steps 
performed by the television messaging gateway of claim 107. 

11 $sA method for handling messages in a unified messaging system where 
messages are delivered via a digital television network, the method 
comprising: 

selecting messages in said unified messaging system; 
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receiving signals corresponding to said messages via said television 
netwottc; and, 

outputtflag said messages on a television coupled to said television 
distribution network. 

114. The method of claim 113 further comprising the /teps of: 

recording a voice message; 

Automatically packing said voice mes/age into an e-mail message; 
and, 

sending said e-mail message. 

115. The method of claim 114 further comprising the step of inputting said voice 
message via said telephone. 

1 16. The method of claim 113 whereir/said messages are of a type selected 
from at least two of members of Xpe group consisting of e-mail messages, 
voice messages, audio messages, video messages, fax massages, text 
messages, and multi-media messages. 

117. The method of claim 113 wherein said step of selecting is performed by 
entering commands to select said messages, and wherein said commands 
are entered utilizing a telephone keypad, a user voice, or a combination 
thereof. 

118. The method of claim ^14 wherein said step of recording is performed by a 
terminal coupled to said television network, and wherein said voice message 
is entered using a microphone coupled to said terminal. 

1 1 9. The method of claim 113, further comprising the step of outputting a 
progress bar to indicate relative position within a message, when the 
message is selected from a group consisting of a video message, an audio 
message or ani audio visual message. 

120. A method for handling messages, adapted to operate in a television 
messaging/environment, the method comprising the steps of: 
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j tocording q vo i ce moc 

Automatically packing ^alcl voice message into an e-mail message; 
and, 

Sending said e-prfail message. 

121 . The method of claim 120 further comprising the step of first receiving an 
incoming message, and wherein said voice message and e-mail message 
comprise an jefutgoing message in response to said incoming message. 

122. The metnod of claim 120 wherein said step of recording or a portion thereof 
is performed using a telephone. 

>3. A method for handling messages in a unified messaging system where 
messages are delivered via a television network, the method comprising: 

selecting messages in said unified messaging system; 
^receiving signals corresponding to said messages via said television 
network; and, 

outputting said messages on a television set coupled to said television 
distribution network; 

recording an outgoing message; 

digitizing said ongoing message; and, 

automatically packaging said message in an outgoing e-mail message 
and sending said outgfcyng message. 

124. The method of claim 123 whereirva^id steps of recording, digitizing and 
packaging are preformed by a server remote to the television set. 

125L A method for handling messages, adapted to operate in conjunction with a 
messaging server constructed to forward messages, and with a television 
distribution system having a downstream network constructed to carry signals 
and selectively distribute said signals to a plurality of terminals connected 
thereto, wherein said terminal is constructed to selectively display an image 
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\ corresponding to said signal on a television screen, and an upstream 
stwork capable of delivering user input signals, the method comprising the 
stefcs of. 

eceiving a plurality of messages directed to a particular user in a 
messaging server; 
transmitting a signal corresponding to at least one of said messages to 
a terminal associated with a user via said downstream network; 
displaying^aid message on a television set coupled to said 
addressable terminal; and, 

recording a useK voice, and embedding said voice within an outgoing 
message. 

126. The method of claim 125, further comopisfng the step of entering user 
outgoing messages via said upstre^frfnetwork. 

127. The method of claim 125, vyherein said step of recording is carried out using 
a telephone. 

128. The method of claim 125 further comprising the step of notifying the user 
upon receipt of ^message. 

. A system for handling messages adapted to operate in conjunction with a 
television distribution system having a downstream network constructed to 
cair^signals and selectively distribute said signals to a plurality of terminals 
connected thereto, wherein at least one of said terminals is constructed to 
selectively^djsplay an image corresponding to said signal on a television 
screen, operating in conjunction with an upstream network constructed to 
deliver user input signals to a central location, the system comprising: 

a distributed tele\H^ion messaging gateway, having a message control 
interface for selecting^ least one message from a unified messaging 
server, said message havhqg address information associated therewith, 
to associate said message with at least one user; 



== 10== 



Received from < 2072283894 > at 5/1 6/02 5:41 :02 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



05/16/02 THU 17:53 FAX 2072283694 Saltamar Innovations Q015 



\ 



therein said message control interface is constructed to select said 
passage responsive to user input signals entered via a telephone, and 
said system adapted to feed a signal corresponding to said message 
into\aid downstream network; 

whereiri said signal is directed to at least one of said terminals, for 
display oto a television set coupled thereto. 

130. The system of claim 129 wherein said television me/saging gateway is 
implemented in part at a central location and in part in tne user premises. 

131. The system of claim 129 further comprising a voice recorder to record 
user voice, and wherein said system is further constructed to embed at least 
a portion of said recorded voice within an outgoing message. 

132. A computer readable media containing/oftware that when executed by 
a computer will cause said computer to substantially perform the method 
steps performed by the television mess/ging gateway of claim 125. 

133. A computer readable media c/ntaining software that when executed by 
a computer will cause said comp/ter to substantially perform the method 
steps performed by the television messaging gateway of claim 123. 
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A computer readable /hedia containing software that when executed by a 
computer will cause saw/ computer to substantially perform the method steps 
performed by the television messaging gateway of claim 120. 
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